ALUMNI NEWS

Life After Juilliard

After graduating, | booked television roles on Mr. Robot and

The Blacklist: Redemption, theater roles in Hadestown (New

York Theatre Workshop) and /ntimate Apparel (Shakespeare and
Company), and was selected for the National Black Theatre |

Am Soul playwriting fellowship. But then my career stalled. The
auditions stopped coming, | couldn’t buy a callback, and my agent
dumped me three days before Christmas. | got tired of going into
audition rooms for plays written by black writers and seeing a table
full of white creatives deciding whether | get to be cast in black
work, so | poured myself into creating the work | wanted to see.
And then the artistic director of Victory Gardens Theater in Chicago
asked me to send him a play, which he loved and programmed in
the theater's Ignition Festival of New Plays. It was a huge hitand
led me to sign at a new agency, and now |'m a writer on season
four of Fargo (FX) and a new series, For Life (ABC). And my play
The First Deep Breath will receive its world premiere at Victory
Gardens on November 15.

Lee Edward Colston Il
(Group 45)

Since graduating, I've been able to put into
practice everything | leamed at Juilliard! |
have continued living in New York, playing
with the city's leading period ensembles as
well as other groups throughout the U.S. and
Europe. | have been involved in a four-year
project with the Orchestra Il Pomo d'Oro and
® mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato called In War
and Peace: Harmony Through Music. We
have toured Asia, Europe, and North America,
where we gave a performance at Camegie
Hall for which | got to be concertmaster. |'ve
also participated in memorable performances with Les Arts Florissants under
the direction of William Christie. And two of my dearest projects have finally
come to fruition: my recording of Paganini's 24 Caprices on the barogue violin
was released on Naxos, and my newest album, On Paganini’s Trail ... H. W.
Emst and More (Centaur) was released last month!

Edson Scheid

(Graduate Diploma ‘15, historical performance)

My two years in the Juilliard conducting program were inspiring and intense.
Coming to the program as an older student, | was an experienced pianist but a
relatively new conductor. The experience was both challenging and invigorating.
My studies with Alan Gilbert, James Ross, and many outstanding teachers and
guest artists expanded my musical horizons and provided me with the tools to
embrace the musical life that awaited me post-graduation. Whether conducting
Claude Vivier or Beethoven, playinga Schumann Piano Concerto or Pierrot Lunaire,
the richness of my musical life nourishes me. Last month, Avie Records released
my recording of Mozart's Piano Concertos 17 and 24 with the English Chamber
Orchestra. | am both soloist and conductor for this recording, and it was very
gratifying to make music with this wonderful group, one that has a distinguished
history with this repertoire. It was particularly exciting to wear both my hats for this
project, which brought together the paths of my musical life in a meaningful way.

Benjamin Hochman
(Graduate Diploma ‘18, orchestral conducting)
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Life has been a true whirlwind of professional
and personal successes and trials faced by

all artists at the beginning of their careers.
After four very intense but mind-expanding
years at Juilliard, my professional career with
Ballet Hispanico—my second familiaand the
only professional company |'ve ever been

part of—has been utterly joyous. I'm working
with groundbreaking choreographers

including Gustavo Ramirez Sansano and
Annabelle Lopez Ochoa. I've delved deeply
into my Cuban heritage, traveled the world to
perform for individuals of all backgrounds and
beliefs, and embraced my love for teaching.
And the best part of all is that | found my other
half at Ballet Hispanico. Five seasons ago, | met
Lyvan Verdecia, a Cuban-bom, classically trained
dancer who | now get to call my husband! Our
wedding in Havana in August validated my
passion for connecting cultures, family, and
artists. Creating a professional and personal
partnership with Lyvan has been one of the most
rewarding and blessed experiences of my life.

Melissa Fernandez
(BFA 12, dance)

From J-yard to the Navy Yard, it's still all

about perseverance, professionalism, and
collaboration. Being in the first class of Juilliard's
jazz program was exhilarating and exhausting, in
large part due to the high expectations imposed
on us. The focus was never on us as individuals
attaining our highest level of artistry; that was
expected. Our goal was always to engage with
others to accomplish something greater than
we could alone. This sense of community and
building partnerships has been an important
element in my career and will always be part

of me. Fast-forward 15 years, and now | have
three energetic sons (ages 11, 9, and 6) and

a wonderful, supportive husband, and I'm

the music director of the U.S. Navy Band
Commodores jazz ensemble, having won the
jazz trombone chair just after graduation.

| continue to record, perform at festivals, tour,
and lead workshops around the country with
the Commodores, the DIVA Jazz Orchestra,
and the Smithsonian Masterworks Jazz
Orchestra, and | also teach jazz trombone at
the University of Maryland. I'm privileged to
work with amazing people everywhere | go!

Jennifer Krupa
(Artist Diploma 03, jazz studies)
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